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Stagecoaches,  counterfeiters,  and 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  highlight 
the  history  of  the  Old  Stone  House, 
located  on  the  Pennsylvania  Trail  of 
History  twelve  miles  north  of  Butler  on 
State  Route  8.  The  interesting  history 
of  this  wayside  tavern  and  its  adjoining 
springhouse  is  readily  understandable 
from  its  position  at  the  crossroads  of 
the  first  two  public  roads  in  Butler 
County,  the  Pittsburgh-Franklin  Pike 
and  the  Butler-Mercer  Pike. 

In  1822,  an  enterprising  innkeeper,  John  K. 
Brown,  noted  the  increased  traffic  the  recently 
completed  roads  were  bringing  and  decided  to 
expand  operations  by  constructing  the  Stone 
House.  Its  commanding  exterior,  made  notable 
by  the  two-story  front  porch,  was  matched  by  a 
spacious  interior.  On  the  first  floor  were  two 
rooms — commons  room  and  dining  room.  The 
second  floor  consisted  at  first  of  one  large  sleeping 
room,  which  could  be  partitioned  by  curtains  to 
allow  privacy  for  several  groups.  Later,  perma- 
nent partitions  were  built.  Tradition  states  that 
shortly  after  its  completion,  the  Stone  House  was 
honored  by  a brief  visit  from  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  on  his  way  from  Pittsburgh  to  Erie. 
Such  an  illustrious  beginning  did  not  prevent 
Brown  from  encountering  financial  difficulties, 
and  the  property  reverted  to  its  original  owner, 
Stephen  Lowery.  This  family  retained  control 
until  the  Stone  House  was  brought  under  public 
ownership. 

Under  the  management  of  several  landlords, 
the  Stone  House  continued  to  attract  colorful 
patrons,  not  all  of  whom  were  so  illustrious  as 
Lafayette.  The  Stone  House  was  connected  with 
the  so-called  “Wigton  Massacre”  of  1843.  The 
Indian  Sam  Mohawk,  after  a brawl  at  the  tavern, 
murdered  Mrs.  James  Wigton  and  her  five  sleep- 
ing children  at  their  farm  north  of  the  Stone 
House.  In  the  1840’s,  the  first  of  several  groups 
of  counterfeiters  began  operation  in  the  Stone 
House  area.  Under  the  apparent  leadership  of 
Julius  C.  Holliday,  a nearby  inhabitant,  a group 


of  prosperous  strangers  with  no  visible  means  of 
support  became  residents  of  the  Stone  House. 
The  members  of  the  group  further  aroused  suspi- 
cion by  using  only  their  nicknames  for  its  mem- 
bers. In  time,  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  several 
members  confirmed  these  suspicions. 

Other  unsavory  groups  added  to  the  notoriety 
of  the  Stone  House.  In  the  1840’s  and  1850’s 
a group  of  horse  thieves  became  known  as  the 
“Stone  House  Gang”  from  the  location  of  their 


“Temperance  Jug” 

hideout  about  two  miles  southeast  of  the  tavern. 
The  woods  surrounding  the  house  were  also  feared 
by  drovers,  many  of  whom  were  ambushed  as 
they  traveled  along  the  pike  carrying  their  profits 
from  the  sale  of  their  livestock.  At  the  time  of 
the  Civil  War,  another  band  of  counterfeiters,  led 
by  a character  known  as  “Old  Man  North  Pole,” 
centered  its  activity  near  the  Stone  House.  They 


were  finally  apprehended  by  a federal  agent  who 
infiltrated  the  gang. 

The  coming  of  the  railroads,  and  the  de- 
crease of  stagecoach  and  wagon  trade  meant  a 
gradual  loss  of  patrons  to  the  Stone  House,  and 
by  1885  it  was  being  rented  out  as  a private  farm- 
house. Later  abandonment  led  to  its  disintegra- 
tion, and  only  the  efforts  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Conservancy  and  the  Old  Stone  House 
Restoration  Committee  caused  it  to  be  restored 
before  it  was  permanently  lost.  Many  of  the 
original  stones  were  used.  Some  of  the  furnish- 
ings and  household  utensils  have  been  donated  by 
people  living  in  the  surrounding  area.  Thus  re- 
stored, the  Old  Stone  House  stands  as  a reminder 
of  the  excitement — and  dangers — of  pioneer  life 
in  Western  Pennsylvania. 


Daylight  Saving  Time:  8:30  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M. 
weekdays  except  Monday;  1:00  to  5:00  P.M. 
Sunday. 

Winter:  9:00  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M.  weekdays  ex- 
cept Monday;  1:00  to  4:30  P.M.  Sunday. 
Hours  subject  to  change. 


Telephone:  Slippery  Rock,  Code  412,  794-8437 


